
Tableau 

1. What is Tableau? 
o Answer: Tableau is a powerful data visualization tool that helps transform 

raw data into an understandable format through interactive dashboards and 

visualizations. It supports various data sources and allows users to create 

graphs, charts, and dashboards without any programming knowledge. 

2. What are the different Tableau products? 
o Answer: Tableau offers several products, including Tableau Desktop, Tableau 

Server, Tableau Online, Tableau Public, and Tableau Reader. Each serves 

different needs, from individual use to enterprise solutions. 

3. What is a Tableau workbook? 
o Answer: A Tableau workbook is a file that contains all the information 

required to create a data visualization. It can include multiple worksheets, 

dashboards, and stories, saved with a .twb or .twbx extension. 

4. What is a data source in Tableau? 
o Answer: A data source in Tableau refers to the underlying data that users 

connect to for analysis and visualization. It can be a single file, database, or a 

combination of multiple data sources. 

5. What is the difference between a live connection and an extract in Tableau? 
o Answer: A live connection directly queries the data source each time the 

visualization is refreshed, providing real-time data. An extract, on the other 

hand, creates a static snapshot of the data at a specific time, improving 

performance but not updating in real-time. 

6. What are dimensions and measures in Tableau? 
o Answer: Dimensions are qualitative fields (categorical data) used to segment 

data, while measures are quantitative fields (numerical data) used for 

calculations and aggregations. 

7. What are calculated fields? 
o Answer: Calculated fields are user-defined fields created using formulas to 

derive new data from existing fields. They allow users to perform calculations 

and manipulate data as needed. 

8. What are Tableau filters? 
o Answer: Filters are used in Tableau to limit the data displayed in a 

visualization. Types of filters include dimension filters, measure filters, 

relative date filters, and context filters. 

9. What is a dashboard in Tableau? 
o Answer: A dashboard in Tableau is a collection of multiple visualizations 

(worksheets) displayed on a single screen. It allows users to gain insights from 

different data perspectives simultaneously. 

10. What is a story in Tableau? 
o Answer: A story is a sequence of visualizations that work together to convey 

a narrative or insight. Each sheet in a story can represent a different step in the 

analysis process. 

11. How do you create a calculated field? 
o Answer: To create a calculated field, right-click on the data pane, select 

“Create Calculated Field,” enter a name, and write the desired formula using 

the available functions and fields. 



 

12. What is the purpose of parameters in Tableau? 
o Answer: Parameters are dynamic values that can replace a constant value in 

calculations, filters, or reference lines. They allow users to input values, 

enhancing interactivity and customization in dashboards. 

13. What is a heat map in Tableau? 
o Answer: A heat map is a data visualization technique that uses color to 

represent values in a matrix format. It‟s useful for visualizing data density and 

patterns across two categorical variables. 

14. What is the difference between a bar chart and a stacked bar chart? 
o Answer: A bar chart displays individual bars representing different categories, 

while a stacked bar chart shows bars that are divided into segments, allowing 

for comparison within categories. 

15. How do you publish a Tableau workbook to Tableau Server? 
o Answer: To publish a Tableau workbook, open the workbook in Tableau 

Desktop, go to the “Server” menu, select “Publish Workbook,” choose the 

server, and follow the prompts to configure settings and publish. 

16. What are actions in Tableau? 
o Answer: Actions in Tableau are interactive features that allow users to filter, 

highlight, or navigate between different visualizations based on user 

interactions, enhancing the dashboard experience. 

17. How do you change the color of a mark in Tableau? 
o Answer: To change the color of a mark, drag a dimension or measure to the 

“Color” shelf in the Marks card and select the desired color from the palette 

that appears. 

18. What is a dual-axis chart? 
o Answer: A dual-axis chart combines two different types of visualizations on 

the same axis, allowing for comparisons between two measures with different 

scales. 

19. How can you create a trend line in Tableau? 
o Answer: To create a trend line, create a scatter plot or line chart, then right-

click on the visualization, select “Trend Lines,” and choose “Show Trend 

Lines.” 

20. What is data blending in Tableau? 
o Answer: Data blending is a method of combining data from multiple data 

sources within Tableau. It allows users to analyze related data without needing 

to merge datasets at the source. 

21. What are the different types of joins available in Tableau? 
o Answer: Tableau supports inner join, left join, right join, and full outer join. 

These joins allow users to combine data from multiple tables based on related 

fields. 

22. What is a Tableau context filter? 
o Answer: A context filter is a filter that establishes a context for other filters, 

allowing for optimized performance and improved data filtering. Other filters 

will only consider the data remaining after the context filter is applied. 

23. What are LOD expressions in Tableau? 



o Answer: Level of Detail (LOD) expressions allow users to control the 

granularity of data calculations, enabling the creation of aggregations at 

different levels than the visualization‟s detail. 

24. How can you create a parameter in Tableau? 
o Answer: To create a parameter, right-click in the data pane, select “Create 

Parameter,” name it, set the data type, and define the allowable values or 

range. 

o  

 

25. What are the types of LOD expressions? 
o Answer: The types of LOD expressions include FIXED, INCLUDE, and 

EXCLUDE. FIXED defines a calculation at a specified dimension level, 

INCLUDE adds dimensions to the existing level of detail, and EXCLUDE 

removes dimensions. 

26. What is the purpose of the Data Interpreter in Tableau? 
o Answer: The Data Interpreter is a tool that helps clean and prepare messy data 

for analysis. It automatically identifies and corrects common data issues, 

making it easier to work with in Tableau. 

27. How do you show the filter values based on selection? 
o Answer: You can create a dynamic filter by using a parameter and calculated 

fields to display filter values based on user selections in the dashboard. 

28. What is the use of the ‘Show Missing Values’ feature in Tableau? 
o Answer: The „Show Missing Values‟ feature allows users to display data 

points with no associated values, helping to identify gaps in the dataset. 

29. How do you create a reference line in Tableau? 
o Answer: To create a reference line, right-click on the axis, select “Add 

Reference Line,” and configure the options based on a constant value, average, 

median, etc. 

30. What are dynamic titles in Tableau? 
o Answer: Dynamic titles are titles that change based on the data in the 

visualization. They can be created using calculated fields that reference 

parameters or filters. 

31. What are tooltips in Tableau? 
o Answer: Tooltips are pop-up texts that display additional information when 

users hover over a mark in a visualization. They can be customized to include 

fields, images, and formatting. 

32. What is a box plot, and how is it created in Tableau? 
o Answer: A box plot visualizes the distribution of a dataset based on five 

summary statistics: minimum, first quartile, median, third quartile, and 

maximum. It can be created by dragging a measure to the Rows shelf and a 

dimension to the Columns shelf and selecting the box plot option from the 

Marks card. 

33. How do you create a combined field in Tableau? 
o Answer: A combined field is created by dragging one dimension over another 

in the data pane, allowing users to create hierarchies or group related fields. 

34. What is a Sankey chart, and how do you create one? 



o Answer: A Sankey chart visualizes flow and relationships between entities. It 

can be created using calculated fields to define the flow and using the path 

marks in Tableau. 

35. What are sets in Tableau? 
o Answer: Sets are custom fields that define a subset of data based on specific 

conditions or criteria. They can be used for comparison, filtering, and 

aggregation. 

36. What is Tableau Prep? 
o Answer: Tableau Prep is a data preparation tool that helps users clean, shape, 

and combine data before analysis in Tableau Desktop. It provides an intuitive 

interface for data transformation tasks. 

37. How do you create a hierarchy in Tableau? 
o Answer: To create a hierarchy, drag one dimension on top of another in the 

data pane, allowing users to drill down into data by different levels. 

38. What is the use of the ‘Show Quick Filter’ option? 
o Answer: The „Show Quick Filter‟ option allows users to add interactive filters 

to dashboards, enabling viewers to filter visualizations dynamically based on 

their selections. 

 

39. How do you implement row-level security in Tableau? 
o Answer: Row-level security can be implemented by creating user filters or 

using calculated fields based on user roles, ensuring users only see data 

relevant to them. 

40. What is Tableau’s data blending feature? 
o Answer: Data blending allows users to combine data from multiple sources 

for analysis without merging them in the original data source. It uses a primary 

and secondary data source based on common fields. 

41. How do you optimize performance in Tableau? 
o Answer: Performance can be optimized by using extracts instead of live 

connections, reducing the number of marks, using context filters, and 

minimizing complex calculations in views. 

42. What are Tableau Extensions? 
o Answer: Tableau Extensions are add-ons that enhance Tableau‟s capabilities 

by integrating third-party services and functionalities directly into Tableau 

dashboards. 

43. How can you manage data connections in Tableau? 
o Answer: Data connections can be managed through the Data menu, where 

users can edit connections, refresh data, or replace data sources as needed. 

44. What is the difference between Tableau Public and Tableau Desktop? 
o Answer: Tableau Public is a free version that allows users to create and share 

visualizations publicly on the web, while Tableau Desktop is a paid version 

that offers more features and allows private data storage. 

45. How do you handle null values in Tableau? 
o Answer: Null values can be handled by using calculated fields to replace them 

with default values, filtering them out, or using formatting options to display 

them as needed. 

46. What are the advantages of using Tableau Server? 



o Answer: Tableau Server allows organizations to share, collaborate, and 

manage Tableau workbooks securely within an organization, providing 

centralized access and governance over data visualizations. 

47. What is the role of the Tableau Data Engine? 
o Answer: The Tableau Data Engine is a high-performance in-memory database 

that accelerates data processing and query performance for faster data 

analysis. 

48. How do you schedule data refreshes in Tableau? 
o Answer: Data refreshes can be scheduled in Tableau Server or Tableau Online 

by configuring the refresh settings for published data sources. 

49. What is Tableau’s user permissions model? 
o Answer: Tableau‟s user permissions model allows administrators to control 

access to workbooks, views, and data sources, defining what users can do, 

such as viewing, editing, or publishing content. 

50. How do you create a Gantt chart in Tableau? 
o Answer: A Gantt chart can be created by using a bar chart to represent the 

duration of tasks over time, where the start date is on the X-axis and the task 

names on the Y-axis. 

51. What is the use of the Analytics pane in Tableau? 
o Answer: The Analytics pane provides quick access to various analytical 

features, such as trend lines, reference lines, forecasts, and box plots, 

enhancing the analytical capabilities of visualizations. 

 

52. What are the limitations of Tableau? 
o Answer: Limitations of Tableau include high costs for licensing, limited 

ability to handle extremely large datasets, and dependency on underlying data 

sources for data quality. 

53. How do you create a waterfall chart in Tableau? 
o Answer: A waterfall chart can be created by using a combination of a bar 

chart and calculated fields to show cumulative totals and how values increase 

or decrease over time. 

54. What is the difference between Tableau Online and Tableau Server? 
o Answer: Tableau Online is a cloud-based version of Tableau Server, allowing 

users to share and collaborate on dashboards without needing local server 

infrastructure. Tableau Server is hosted on-premises or on a private cloud. 

55. What are the different aggregation types in Tableau? 
o Answer: Different aggregation types in Tableau include SUM, AVG 

(average), COUNT, COUNTD (distinct count), MIN (minimum), and MAX 

(maximum). 

56. How do you create a bullet chart in Tableau? 
o Answer: A bullet chart can be created by using a combination of a bar and a 

reference line to show progress toward a goal, typically displaying 

performance measures against defined benchmarks. 

57. What is the purpose of the Tableau Server REST API? 
o Answer: The Tableau Server REST API allows developers to automate 

interactions with Tableau Server, enabling tasks such as user management, 

project creation, and publishing workbooks programmatically. 

58. How do you use the Tableau Web Data Connector? 



o Answer: The Tableau Web Data Connector allows users to connect to web-

based data sources. It requires creating a custom HTML page that defines the 

data retrieval logic and structure. 

59. What are some best practices for designing Tableau dashboards? 
o Answer: Best practices include keeping designs simple and uncluttered, using 

consistent colors and fonts, ensuring responsive design for different screen 

sizes, and focusing on key metrics. 

60. How do you create a funnel chart in Tableau? 
o Answer: A funnel chart can be created by displaying stages of a process using 

a stacked bar chart, often visualizing conversion rates or user drop-off at each 

stage. 

61. What is the purpose of Tableau's Explain Data feature? 
o Answer: The Explain Data feature provides insights into the factors driving 

specific data points, helping users understand outliers or anomalies in their 

visualizations. 

62. How do you implement custom SQL in Tableau? 
o Answer: Custom SQL can be implemented by selecting “New Custom SQL” 

in the data connection dialog, allowing users to write SQL queries to define 

the data imported into Tableau. 

63. What is the role of the Tableau Community? 
o Answer: The Tableau Community is an online platform where users can share 

knowledge, ask questions, access resources, and connect with other Tableau 

users to enhance their skills and experience. 

64. How do you manage large datasets in Tableau? 
o Answer: Managing large datasets in Tableau can be achieved by using 

extracts, aggregating data at a higher level, optimizing queries, and employing 

data source filters to limit the data loaded into Tableau. 

 

65. What are some common Tableau errors, and how do you troubleshoot them? 
o Answer: Common errors include connection issues, missing fields, and 

calculation errors. Troubleshooting involves checking data connections, 

validating field names, and reviewing calculated field syntax. 

66. What is the use of Tableau’s forecast feature? 
o Answer: The forecast feature in Tableau uses historical data to predict future 

values based on trends, seasonality, and patterns, providing insights for 

planning and decision-making. 

67. How do you perform a cohort analysis in Tableau? 
o Answer: Cohort analysis can be performed by creating calculated fields to 

group users based on common attributes, then analyzing their behavior over 

time through visualizations. 

68. What is a treemap, and how do you create one in Tableau? 
o Answer: A treemap is a visualization that displays hierarchical data using 

nested rectangles. It can be created by dragging a dimension to the “Rows” 

shelf and a measure to the “Size” shelf, then selecting the treemap option. 

69. How do you use the Tableau Mobile app? 
o Answer: The Tableau Mobile app allows users to access and interact with 

Tableau dashboards on mobile devices, providing functionality for filtering 

and drilling down into data while on the go. 



70. What is the significance of color theory in Tableau visualizations? 
o Answer: Color theory is significant in Tableau visualizations as it affects how 

users perceive data. Appropriate color choices enhance readability, emphasize 

key information, and improve user engagement. 

 


